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DRAVA RIVER FLOATING PAVILION - MARIBOR

Reinterpreting the raft in a contemporary key is essential, thus maintaining an identity of place. 
This must be done through the use of a material such as wood for the entire structure and a 
natural fibre fabric as a screen to be integrated into the covering panels, transforming the raft 
into a contemporary element, a pavilion, a lantern that illuminates the dark surface of the river. 
Thanks to its simple structure, consisting of 8 pillars formed by 4 square-section uprights connecting raft and 
cover, the pavilion makes itself ductile and flexible for various occasions such as discussions with important 
people (notable guests), wine tastings, art exhibitions, a small floating restaurant that can be used during the 
Lent Festival, but also as a floating cinema using the surface of the pavilion’s covering panels as a projecting 
screen. Sliding and rotating panels (up to 180°) offer different conformations to the pavilion, either completely 
open during fine weather allowing an exchange of sounds and images with the city, or, in case of bad 
weather, the pavilion closes like a shell in a luminous membrane protecting those inside from the air and rain. 
Wood, a local, ductile and flexible material, is used in various shapes and sizes, especially in the grid 
that makes up the roof, emphasising the importance of a project based on the principles of sustainability 
and technological innovation. The raft composed of buoyancy tanks is covered by a wooden frame 
on which a galvanised steel track is placed to slide and rotate the panels so that they do not touch the 
sheet of water, thus making the pavilion an ethereal element that seems to float on the surface of the river.

The city of Maribor, surrounded by the Pohorje Massif and the hills of Kalvarija, Piramida, Meljski Hrib and Mestni 
Hrib, is marked by the great river Drava. Drava splits the city in two, making the composition of its sections - 
the historical medieval, the industrial and the pre- and post-war modernist interventions - immediately visible. 
Today, this great and important river no longer has the strength it once had when it was the main transport 
route for people and materials due to the construction of the new railway, and the rafts, which were the main 
means of transport, guaranteeing the survival of the city, have now taken on a secondary role in city life. 
Today, the raft, a symbol of that flourishing era, must be reinterpreted, it must be seen as a polariser of new 
positive energies, a space for relaxation, exchange of views, social integration and contemplation overlooking 
the river and the landscape.

LECTURES AND DEBATES
The pavilion’s great flexibility and its floating 
feature make it a unique attraction and stage to 
be used during notable guest lectures.

The pavilion becomes an integral part of the city, 
expanding it towards the river with the possibility 
of tasting the fantastic wines or dining by the river.

The open floor plan and its flexibility allow the 
pavilion to become a fantastic floating stage 
during small band concerts.

A pavilion with a sculptural roof is by definition 
suited to being a fundamental cultural space. 
Thanks to the open floor plan, this is perfectly 
enunciated as an exhibition space.

The closed pavilion, thanks to projections on the 
panels, can turn into a floating mega-screen, thus 
becoming a floating cinema.

WINE TASTING / RESTAURANT CONCERT ART EXHIBITIONFLOATING CINEMA

ANCHORAGE DETAIL
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The cover is a structure composed of a grid of 
wooden laths with a rectangular 8x8cm  and 4x4 
cm cross-section that gives movement to the roof, 
transforming it into a wooden sculpture wrapped 
in a natural fibre fabric that filters the sunlight and, 
thanks to the wind that moves it, emphasises the 
complexity of the structure, making it light and 
floating.

A cladding made of wood-framed panels and 
a canvas that turn the pavilion into a luminous 
lantern floating on the river at night. The rotation 
of the panels opens the pavilion towards the 
city with a continuous exchange of sounds and 
images, while in case of bad weather, the pavilion 
closes, protecting the people inside from wind 
and rain.

The wooden structure of the raft is composed 
of an external perimeter frame onto which the 
panel rails and the pontoon attachment system 
will be anchored; of 8x20cm rectangular section 
beams, and of an internal structure that will make 
the volume more rigid and contain the buoyancy 
tanks.

The wooden floor characterised by two modules: 
square of 54x54cm and rectangular of 46x162cm 
ambience with a thickness of 2cm is anchored to 
a structure formed by battens.

The load-bearing structure is allowing free, 
flexible and ductile floor plan, the pillars form the 
framework of the entire pavilion.

COVER

FABRIC

TIMBER GRID  STRUCTURE

A natural fibre fabric runs between the roof grid, 
filtering light and protecting against wind and 
rain.

A spatial structure composed of wooden slats 
with a rectangular 8x8cm section. Slender ties 
beams and posts transforms the simplicity of the 
roof into a sculptural work that can be admired 
both during the day, protected from the weather 
by the curtain, and at night, illuminated with low-
energy LED lights.

THE SUPPORTING STRUCTURE

The wooden structure is composed of four 8x8 
cm square section elements, which connect the 
structure from the raft to the roof.

PILLARS

MEMBRANE

CANVAS

FRAME

RAILING
Two steel rails allow the panels to slide along the 
perimeter and a steel pin allowing 180° rotation.

As a light-filtering tool, it turns the pavilion into a 
luminescent lantern at night.

A 2x5cm wooden frame as a structure.

RAFT

DOUBLE STRUCTURE

FLOATEE
Flotation takes place through cylindrical tanks 
often used in pavilions or even dwellings.

Made of a double wooden frame with rectangular 
profiles, anchored together by means of stainless 
steel supports, the raft contains the recycled 
polyethylene tanks inside it that allow it to float.

WALKWAYS

SUBSTRUCTURE

The walkways, designed according to a simple 
stainless steel profile, are anchored to dry land 
thanks to a rotatable steel pin.

The wooden substructure of the floor, based 
on a module of 8x8x800cm, gives rigidity and 
regularity. The substructure also gives greater 
solidity to the raft on which it is anchored by 
means of self-tapping screws.

PAVEMENT

SECTION 1:50

DETAIL SECTION 1:20

DETAIL IN PLAN 1:20 PANEL DETAIL

steel rail

sliding panel

recycled textile

natural fabric

waxed textile cover

timber pillar 8x8cm

pivoting pin

wooden bridge

LED light
L profile-steel joint

column-raft joint

recycled polycarbonate tank


